
Focus for June-December  
 
•  Conduct 2 high-quality National 

Immunization Days (NIDs) in 
October and November, 
synchronized with Pakistan. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The situation in 2003 
 

•  Afghanistan reported the lowest number of cases ever (8) in 2003, despite the return of some 2 
million refugees in 2002. 

•  Surveillance data suggests immunization status has improved over time.  The major concern 
remains the southern regions (including Kandahar province).  By end-2003, 87% of children 
nationally had received >3 doses of oral polio vaccine (OPV), compared to 68% in the southern 
region.  Security concerns in that region are a key challenge to ensuring adequate immunization 
coverage. 

•  Four of six regions in Afghanistan were polio-free by end-2003.  One area of indigenous 
transmission at end-2003 was the southern region (including Kandahar province). 

 
 
Progress in 2004 
 

•  Afghanistan is on track to stop poliovirus transmission by end-2004.  As of 28 September, 
Afghanistan had confirmed 3 cases of polio. 

•  Key to success is ensuring high quality immunization campaigns during the rest of the year.  
Sustaining political will, oversight and accountability is needed to access all children during the 
campaigns.   

 
 

Country focus on Afghanistan    POLIO  

Total number of polio cases 
2000: 27 cases 
2001: 11 cases 
2002: 10 cases 
2003: 8 cases 
2004: 3 cases (as of 29 
September) 
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