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Secretary-General, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I am delighted to welcome you all to this Global Polio Partners Summit. 

We have worked together, accelerating our efforts to stamp out the virus.   Up to 12 years ago, at least 350,000 cases were reported each year.  Last year it was seven thousand.  So far this year, less than 2000. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, the Secretary General and Thaddeus Farrow, who has himself had polio, have set the clock from Omega. The countdown to a polio-free world has begun. 

This is the result of a strong partnership between the public and private sectors. The work of the ten million volunteers.  The combined efforts of many organisations.  A real achievement. 

Yet the hardest part has yet to come.  The final stage of our important task.  We have a full programme of work ahead of us.  Our Strategic Plan for the next five years. 

This is our roadmap.   It takes us through to eradication of the poliovirus, to certification of a polio-free world.  The final journey.

Indeed, we have reached a critical time in the campaign.  The key agencies are assembled here today.  They have spearheaded the Global Polio Eradication Initiative since its inception. WHO, Rotary International, U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and UNICEF. They represent the polio partnership. Together they will describe to you the final - and the most challenging - stretch of this journey. 

So how have we done?  By the end of 2000, more than 190 countries and territories will have interrupted poliovirus transmission.  They will have met the met the target set by the World Health Assembly in 1988.  

At the turn of the year, poliovirus will still be transmitted in only 20 countries.  

Four of these will be in Asia.  Sixteen in Africa.  Many of those affected by conflict. 

We can complete the task.  National Immunization Days must reach every child with quality vaccine. Mop-up campaigns must be implemented.  Effective surveillance must be put in place.  The vaccine must be used efficiently.  Then we will remain on target to certify the world polio-free in 2005.  

There are five critical components of the plan: 

· Intensify supplementary immunization activities.  

· Establish certification-standard surveillance.  

· Safely contain all laboratory stocks of the virus.  

· Agree a timetable for stopping polio immunization.

· Strengthen and expand routine immunization as part of primary health care for children. 
Three key challenges stand between us and success:

· To succeed, we must secure access to all children, especially in conflict-affected countries and areas.

· To succeed, we will need adequate finance from public and private sectors. The shortfall through to 2005 now stands at 450 million US dollars.

· To succeed, we depend on continuing political support at the highest level.  We need it in countries that are polio-free as well as those affected by the disease.  We need it even as the disease disappears.  

Yes, these are tough challenges.  But we will succeed.

We have a strong team.  

We are drawing on the contributions of ten million volunteers. 

We have been supported by the Secretary General’s efforts to establish access for vaccination, most recently in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.  We are grateful to him.

We will be joined by the Red Cross and Red Crescent movement, committing further resources to this effort.

We are inspired by Frank Devlyn, Ted Turner and Bill Gates as they mobilize extraordinary international support.  

Indeed, colleagues, we have travelled a long way. Since the miracle vaccine was found, one generation ago, the Global Polio Eradication Initiative is on the verge of making history. Children everywhere will benefit, for all time.

We know what we have to do. We have the tools and the strategy to do it.  

We will work hard, encouraging each other.  Indeed, we will depend on each other.  

We will bring new partners into our movement.

Together we will take the global eradication effort through to 2005. 

We will succeed.  And, ladies and gentlemen, we will make history. 
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